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The scene on board the Enterprise.  In his office, chief physician Dr. Leonard Troy, a border collie, is busy working on an experiment.  He is wearing a white doctor coat instead of the red duty jacket.  Dayton walks in.

DAYTON:  Dr. Troy?

TROY:  Oh, hello Captain.  Just have a seat and we’ll get started. (Dayton sits down on the examination table, and Troy begins the examination.) So, what do you think about being a starship captain?

DAYTON:  Well, it’s certainly more complicated than I imagined it to be.  There are a lot of duties and responsibilities that come with commanding a starship.  And since this is a new ship, with a new crew, new technology, and destined to become the flagship of the Space Rover fleet, it puts a load on my back.

TROY:  Trust me, you’ll get used to it.

DAYTON:  Do you really think so, Doctor?

TROY:  Captain, I know Allen Rikes very well.  He must have believed that you were capable of running this ship.  Otherwise, he wouldn’t have recommended you.  Now, I suggest you get some rest.  It should help you take your worries off your mind.

Just then, Ralna’s voice comes over the intercom.

RALNA (over intercom):  Bridge to Captain Dayton?

DAYTON:  Go ahead.

RALNA (over intercom):  Captain, we have word from the Galatea that Captain Rikes and their doctor have been safely rescued.

DAYTON:  Good.

RALNA (over intercom):  Also, they wish to avoid any contact with Space Rover Command until they find out what has happened.

DAYTON:  Will do. (to the doctor)  Well, Doctor, I think your advice is working already.

Dr. Troy smiles as Dayton leaves.

The scene is on board the Galatea.  Rikes and Sarah are walking down a corridor.

RIKES:  It seems that Chancellor Truvelt’s daughter is going to continue her father’s plan for peace between the Mulgowi and the alliance.  I just hope nothing further happens that will disrupt it.

SARAH:  Captain, I’m convinced that there is a conspiracy behind all this.  It’s as if someone doesn’t want the proposed peace.

Just then, Ng Hu shows up, carrying Space Rover suits with unusual stains on them.

NG HU:  Captain, Commander, I found these in a waste disposal unit.

RIKES: (looking at the stain) What’s this stain?

NG HU:  Well sir, they scanned it in the science lab, and found a perfect match, Mulgowi blood.

As they continue, they come to a closed door in the corridor.  Sarah prepares to open it.

RIKES:  Then that means that the chancellor’s killers must still be here on this ship.  But who could they be?

When the door opens, they shudder as they find two dead crewmembers on the floor, both shot to death.

SARAH:  Does this answer your question?

She kneels down to get their identities.

SARAH:  Ensigns Kibble and Chopper.

NG HU:  Then why weren’t they disintegrated?

RIKES:  It would’ve set off the alarm.

SARAH:  Captain, we might just have a way that we can catch these conspirators.

Moments later, a brief message is heard over the intercom.

COM:  Ensigns Kibble and Chopper, please report to sick bay for overnight exams.

The scene is in sickbay.  The lights are off, except for a few overhead lights above the beds.  Two bodies appear to be covered up.

We focus on the floor in front of the entrance to sickbay.  The doors open and we focus on footsteps of a crewmember, with a phaser drawn, moving slowly toward one of the beds containing a “body.”  As the crewmember gets closer, suddenly, one of the bodies pops up and uncovers itself.  It is Rikes.  Then, the crewmember is revealed:  Ensign Valerie.  She stares with shock at Rikes.

RIKES: (sternly) And what are you doing in here?

Just then, the other body pops up.  It is Sarah.  Then, Ng Hu and Shu-ol show up.  Rikes gets off the bed and stands directly in front of Valerie.

RIKES: (sternly) Well, aren’t you going to shoot me?!

He then slaps her phaser away.

The scene is now on the bridge.  Valerie reveals her betrayal to the rest of the crew.

VALERIE:  Captain, this mission was problematic.  You said so yourself.

RIKES: (sternly) Yes, but I didn’t mean that they had to go shoot the damn chancellor.

SARAH:  Ensign, we’d like to know who all was behind this.

VALERIE:  What do you mean?

SARAH: (sternly) Names, Ensign.

VALERIE:  I do not know.

RIKES:  You lie!

VALERIE:  I choose.

RIKES:  Alyssha.

Alyssha goes over to Valerie, and begins looking into her mind.

ALYSSHA:  I’m getting something.

RIKES:  Names?

ALYSSHA:  Admiral Buchanan…Salame Goger…Major Lucas…General Bugan…

She names a few others.

RIKES:  Where is the peace conference?  (Valerie starts groaning in pain.)  Where is the peace conference? (She groans harder.)  Where is the peace conference?!

Finally, Alyssha stops, and Valerie falls down.

ALYSSHA:  She does not know.

RIKES:  Okay.  Mr. Riley, open a channel to the Enterprise.  I wish to speak to Captain Dayton.

RILEY:  Yes sir.

Then, Dayton appears on the main view screen.

RIKES:  Captain Dayton, do you know where the Mulgowi peace conference is being held?

DAYTON:  Yes sir.  It’s on Yaltag 4, and is just beginning to get under way.

RIKES:  All right.  We’re setting course there immediately.  I have a bad feeling that this conspiracy isn’t over yet.

DAYTON:  Affirmative.  We’ll set course to rendezvous with you at Yaltag 4.  However, I cannot guarantee we will arrive in time to assist you.

RIKES:  Just get there as soon as you can, Will.

DAYTON:  Right.  Enterprise out.

His image disappears from the view screen.

ROCKY: (feeling a little jealous) Captain Dayton.  Humph.

RIKES:  Am I detecting a little jealousy, Ensign?

ROCKY:  Uh, no sir.

RIKES:  All right, then set course for Yaltag 4.

ROCKY:  Aye sir.

The scene is on Yaltag 4.  At the Great Hall, the peace conference is getting under way.

ALLIANCE PRESIDENT:  It is my great honor to call to order this Alliance-Mulgowi Conference for Peace on this, the eighteenth day of February, 2007.

Applause.

Meanwhile, an assassin, disguised as a Mulgowi, moves through a corridor, carrying a concealed laser-rifle.

Back to the Galatea as it speeds to Yaltag 4.

ROCKY:  We’re approaching Yaltag 4, Captain.  We should be entering orbit in about one minute.

RIKES:  Good.  As soon as we arrive, the away team and I will beam down at once.

Back at the conference, the assassin is in his perch above the audience.  He cuts a hole in the glass, and prepares to aim his rifle at the president.

Now, the Galatea has arrived.

ROCKY:  We’re entering orbit now.

RIKES:  Okay, let’s go.

Just then, a familiar voice comes in.

VOICE:  Captain Rikes, do you recognize this voice?

RIKES: (turns around) Salame Goger?

SALAME:  That’s right.  I can see you, Rikes.  Can you see me?

The view screen image shows nothing but empty space.

RIKES: (sternly) What are trying to do?

SALAME:  Oh, now be honest, Captain.  Warrior to warrior.  You do prefer it that way, don’t you, as it was meant to be?  No peace in our time.  “Once more unto the breach, dear friends.”

The cloaked ship fires a torpedo, which hits the Galatea.

Meanwhile, the Enterprise is approaching Yaltag 4.

HURWITZ:  Captain, there are reports of a cloaked Mulgowi ship in the area.

DAYTON:  Red alert!

The red alert signal sounds.

The Galatea sustains another hit in the engineering section.  In engineering, chaos has erupted, while on the bridge, Rikes, Sarah, and Shu-ol devise a plan to track the cloaked ship.

RIKES:  I need ideas at once!

SARAH:  Captain, there may be a possibility. (to Shu-ol) Doctor, would you like to help me perform surgery on a torpedo?

SHU-OL:  Well, as much as I hate violence, I’ll do it for the good of the people on this ship.

RIKES:  All right, but please hurry.

Sarah and Shu-ol leave.

The Enterprise has now entered orbit.

JORDAN:  Captain, the Galatea appears to be under fire from an enemy vessel.

DAYTON: (standing up) It looks like we’re about to give them something else to fire at.  SHIELDS UP!

Just then, the cloaked ship now begins firing at the Enterprise.  But the shields withstand the hit.

HURWITZ:  The torpedo inflicted no damage.  But sensors are reporting heavy damage to the Galatea.

DAYTON:  Lieutenant, is it possible we could withstand multiple hits?

HURWITZ:  Affirmative, Captain.  Our shields are much more powerful than the Galatea’s shields.

DAYTON:  Mr. Solo, move us in and try to draw their fire.

SOLO:  Aye sir.

The Enterprise moves closer and begins absorbing hits on its shields.

Meanwhile, on the Galatea, Sarah and Shu-ol are rewiring some new equipment into a photon torpedo.

RIKES: (over comm. Badge) Sarah, is that torpedo ready yet?

SARAH: (taps comm. Badge) Negative, Captain.  We’re still working on it.

Meanwhile, Salame Goger has just realized that the Enterprise is unhittible.

SALAME:  Bah!  Forget that ship.  They won’t cause us any harm.  Aim back at Rike’s ship!

Another torpedo is fired which blasts a hole right through the Galatea’s saucer section.

HURWITZ:  Captain, the Galatea just sustained another hit through her saucer section.  A few more hits and she could be done for.

DAYTON: (shouting) SCAN THE AREA!  FIND OUT WHERE THESE FIRINGS ARE COMING FROM!

Another hits sends sparks flying on the Galatea’s bridge.  Rikes is also thrown out of his chair.

RIKES: (slaps comm. Badge) Sarah, Shu-ol, where’s my damn torpedo?!

Sarah and Shu-ol are reinstalling the cover on the torpedo and moving it out.

SARAH:  It’s ready sir!

RIKES: (clutching his fist, very sternly) Fire!

The Galatea fires.  As the torpedo moves, it tracks the cloaking signal of Goger’s ship.  Crewmembers on all three ships watch with anxiety.

SALAME:  To be, or not to be.

The torpedo hits his ship, causing a massive explosion.

DAYTON:  Target that explosion and fire!

The Enterprise fires a torpedo.

RIKES:  Fire!

The Galatea fires.  Both torpedoes hit the ship and destroy it.

Moments later, as the assassin is getting ready, Rikes and his team beam down.  They maneuver their way through the crowd in order to try to prevent the assassination.  At the podium, the president is still speaking.

RIKES:  Mr. President!

He runs up to him and sends him to the floor just in time as the assassin fires.  Admiral Buchanan is shocked by what has just happened.

BUCHANAN:  Security!  Arrest these people!

SARAH:  Arrest yourself!

General Bugan, a Mulgowi commander, then starts to escape, but is caught by security.  Buchanan then tries to make his exit, but just then, Dayton’s team beams down before him and draws their phasers.

DAYTON:  Going somewhere, Admiral?

As the president rises, the assassin starts to aim again, but just then, Ng Hu bursts into his perch and shoots him.  The assassin then falls through the glass and collapses on the main hall floor dead.  The same Mulgowi officer who had arrested Rikes and Shu-ol earlier goes over and looks at him.  The blood gets his attention.

OFFICER:  This isn’t Mulgowi blood.

Another officer removes his mask and reveals the identity of a dead Space Rover.  The others come over to take a look at him.

SARAH:  Major Lucas.

Then, the chancellor’s daughter wants an explanation.

DAUGHTER:  What was this all about?

RIKES:  It’s about the future.  Just a minute ago, a conspiracy attempted to disrupt it. (He motions to Ensign Valerie, who is cuffed.) We intervened because all of us want this peace as much as you do.  Our two sides have had hostilities in the past, but if you’re ready and willing, then we’re ready to end them.

DAUGHTER:  Yes.  We’re ready.

Short pause.  Then, the entire auditorium erupts in applause.

The scene is now in the solar system.  The Enterprise and the Galatea are both approaching Earth.  On the Enterprise, Rikes and Dayton are walking through a corridor.

DAYTON:  So what do you think will happen to them?

RIKES:  They’ll most likely be court-martialed, probably serve jail time or dishonorably discharged.

DAYTON:  And the Galatea?

RIKES:  We’re going to be out of service for a few months.  It’ll be receiving some new upgrades, including the shields.

DAYTON:  Captain, there’s just one thing that I’ve been pondering.

RIKES:  What’s that?

DAYTON:  Why did you recommend me for command of this ship?  I didn’t seem like the right person for the job, because I was always rushing into situations without using my brain first.

RIKES:  Will, that’s why I recommended you.  And since then, I’ve watched you change.  You’re not the same “beat-em-up, shoot-em-up” person that you used to be.  The way you came to our aid when we were in that penal colony and when we were under fire really impressed me.

They stop outside the entrance to the main shuttle bay.

DAYTON:  Just one thing, as captain of this ship, I will prefer to use logic to solve any problems.

RIKES:  Logic, and not phasers?

DAYTON:  Yes sir.

RIKES: (smiles) You really have changed!  Well, I need to get back to my ship now. (looks around) You have a fine ship.  Command her well.

DAYTON:  Yes sir.

They shake hands.  Then, Dayton opens the shuttle bay door and Rikes walks in, to his waiting shuttlecraft.  He gets in and the hatch closes, and the shuttle takes off from the Enterprise.  Inside, Sarah, who is piloting the shuttle, takes a look at the Enterprise.

SARAH:  My gosh, that’s a big starship.

RIKES:  A great ship with a great crew, and worthy of being the Space Rover flagship.

Meanwhile, on the Enterprise, Delta Dog stares out the window of the ready room.  Memorabilia of pioneering space missions decorates the room, including a portrait of Buzz Aldrin standing on the moon nearby.  Dayton enters the room, walks up and stands next to Delta Dog.  They look at each other and smile, and Dayton puts his arm around Delta and they continue staring out the window as Dayton’s last log entry plays in the background.

DAYTON: (voice-over) Captain’s log, 19 February 2007.  Our space trials complete, the Enterprise now begins its official mission of exploration and discovery.  And like those moon explorers nearly 40 years ago, when we too shall set foot on new worlds, our reason will be simple.  “We came in peace for all mankind.”

The scene now shows the rear of the Enterprise as it heads off into the galaxy.

THE END

