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The scene is before the Mulgowi High Council.  Captain Rikes and Dr. Shu-ol are on trial for the murder of the Mulgowi Chancellor.

JUDGE:  It is very evident that this man, Allen Rikes, ordered the murder of Supreme Chancellor Truvelt because of his bitter feelings toward the Mulgowi people, and is against any peace between the Mulgowi and the alliance.  Therefore, Captain Rikes, we sentence you to life.

Both Rikes and Shu-ol are very devastated by this action.  They are escorted out.

The scene is on board the Galatea.  The crew is attempting to figure out what to do now.

SARAH:  Riley, play back the video at the moment the Mulgowi ship was fired upon.

RILEY:  Yes, Commander.

The scene is played back on the main view screen.

ROCKY:  That definitely looks like it came from the Galatea.

SARAH:  Maybe.  Mr. Wolve, you stated that the weapons system was locked.  Is that correct?

WOLVE:  Aye, Commander.

SARAH:  And if it was locked, then we couldn’t have fired that torpedo.

WOLVE:  That is correct.  It has a failsafe device that prevents it from firing unless ordered to.  And that can only be done from this console.

SARAH:  All right, I want a full investigation of what happened.   I want every part of this ship checked, bridge to hull.  Leave no stone unturned.  Ensign Valerie, you will be in charge.

VALERIE:  Yes, Commander.

Just then, Mariah, Rikes’ wife, as well as Ng Hu, chief engineer and Shu-ol’s wife, and their three children, Con-son, Ji-lin, and Mei-Li, come onto the bridge, looking very saddened.

SARAH: (surprised) What are you doing here?

MEI-LI:  Oh Commander, is it true?  They’ve taken Mother?

SARAH:  I’m afraid so.

NG HU:  What do you suppose they’re going to do to them?

SARAH:  I don’t know.  But we’re going to find out what happened.  And we’re going to get them back, I promise.

JI-LIN:  How?

SARAH:  Simple.   Ensign Rocky, I need you to enter a code.  Alpha-00030-Bravo-88285-Charlie.

ROCKY:  Code entered.  I’ve found a co-ordinance.  Mulgowi penal colony 17.

SARAH: (turns to the group) I think we’ve found them already. 

The scene is aboard the Enterprise moving at warp speed through space.  Stars streak by as the ship moves.  Dayton’s last log entry plays in the background.

DAYTON: (voice-over) Captain’s log, 17 February 2007.  We are nearing the completion of our space trials.  And so far, the Enterprise is operating like the Space Rover flagship that she was intended to be.  All systems are operational and running smoothly.

DAYTON:  Mr. Hurwitz, what’s our status?

HURWITZ:  There are no reports of any trouble, sir.

DAYTON:  Mr. Drow-Fa, how’s the engineering?

DROW-FA: (over intercom) The engines are running fine, Captain.  Except for that minor glitch, there’s been no sign of any problems.

DAYTON:  Very well then.

RALNA:  Captain, I’m getting an incoming message.

DAYTON:  What is it?

RALNA:  It’s an urgent message from Space Rover command.  There are reports that the Mulgowi high chancellor was assassinated, and Captain Rikes of the Galatea was arrested, along with the ship’s doctor, for the crime.

DAYTON:  Captain Rikes?

RALNA:  Yes sir.

Dayton and Delta Dog look at each other with shock.

DAYTON:  Counselor, any suggestions?

CALLAHAN:  Well, Captain, I don’t know much about your former commander, except about his accomplishments.  I do understand how you must feel about this situation.

DAYTON: (sternly) Yes.  He was my mentor, and the one who recommended me for this position.

CALLAHAN:  I do know it would be possible to attempt a rescue mission.

DELTA DOG:  Our ship has been ordered to perform its space trials on this mission, and not to participate in any other affairs unless called upon.  Do you think this is the moral thing to do?

CALLAHAN:  No, but it is the human thing to do.

DAYTON: (softly) Well, Delta, do you feel like attempting a rescue mission?

DELTA DOG:  I guess it seems only fair.

DAYTON: (pushing a button on his arm console) Mr. Drow-Fa, have all systems on this ship been tested?

DROW-FA: (in engineering) Everything except the wormhole generator, Captain.  However, since it has been tested as parts of other ships, I see no real reason to test it, unless they just want to make sure it’s not defective.

DAYTON: (standing up) All right. (over intercom) Attention all crew.  We are interrupting our space trials briefly in an attempt to perform a rescue mission for two of our Space Rover counterparts.  Please do not be alarmed by this action.  Mr. Solo, locate the Galatea and set course to meet up with it.

SOLO:  Aye Captain.

DAYTON:  Lieutenant Ralna, open a channel to the Galatea and send them this message…

The scene is in a Mulgowi penal colony on a planet somewhere in space.  It is a rough place, and the mood is ugly.  Rikes and Shu-ol appear to be wearing rag-tag fur coats over their uniforms.  A rather tough looking prisoner confronts Rikes.

PRISONER 1:  Hey buddy, want a piece of this?

RIKES: (sternly) No thanks.  I don’t talk to strangers.

PRISONER1:  Hey, aren’t you the one who killed the chancellor?

RIKES: (sternly) I didn’t kill anyone.

PRISONER 1:  Oh sure, that’s what they all say.  You slaughter someone and then try to make out like you didn’t do it.

RIKES: (look of disgust on his face) I’d like to…(He starts in, but Shu-ol holds him back.) but I won’t!  Not today, at least.

They start walking away.

PRISONER 1:  You’re nothing!  You’re a big wimp!

Rikes comes back toward him.

RIKES: (sternly) What did you say?

PRISONER 1:  I said you’re a big wimp.

RIKES: (sternly) That’s what I thought you said.

He takes his elbow and drives it into the prisoner’s stomach.

SHU-OL: (shocked) Captain, no!

A brawl breaks out.  Rikes takes several blows to the face, but also gives a few.  Then, guards rush in and break it up.

The scene is on board the Galatea.  Commander McLoude is in the captain’s chair as they proceed in their rescue mission.

SARAH:  Estimated time to our destination

ROCKY:  About three hours.

RILEY:  Commander, I’m getting an incoming message.

SARAH:  From where?

RILEY:  The Enterprise.

SARAH: (stands up, surprised) The Enterprise?   Aren’t they still performing their space trials?

RILEY:  Apparently not.  They’re on their way to assist us in our rescue effort.

SARAH:  Read the full message.

RILEY:  To the crew of the SRS Galatea, it is only in our best interests that we interrupt our space trials in order to assist you with your rescue effort of Captain Allen Rikes and Dr. Shu-ol.  As of right now, we have set course to rendezvous at your destination and lend any assistance that you would deem necessary, in hopes that we may be able to find the chancellor’s true killer and continue toward the proposed peace between the alliance and the Mulgowi Empire.  Signed, Captain Will Dayton, SRS Enterprise.

SARAH:  All right, let them know we’ll be ready as soon as they get there.

RILEY:  Aye, Commander.

The scene is in the Mulgowi penal colony.  Rikes and Shu-ol are in a cell with a rather crude looking female Mataxian.

MATAXIAN:  What’s the matter, boys?  You lonesome?

RIKES: (sternly) Well, how would you feel if you were convicted of a crime you didn’t commit?

MATAXIAN:  Well, what if I told you that there was a way I could get you two outta here?

RIKES: (sternly) I’ll believe it when I see it.

MATAXIAN:  Very well.

She pulls back a bunk and reveals a tunnel.

SHU-OL: (surprised) Did you do that?

MATAXIAN:  Well, what else would I be doing? (crawls in the tunnel) Come on, we don’t have a lot of time.

Rikes and Shu-ol crawl into the tunnel.

The scene is on board the Enterprise.  Dayton is still in command as they move closer to Mulgowi territory.

DAYTON:  Mr. Solo, how much longer until we reach them?

SOLO:  Less than an hour, sir.

JORDAN:  Captain, I am picking up several Mulgowi vessels approaching from the Quadra-sector.

DAYTON:  On screen.

The images of the Mulgowi vessels are displayed on the main view screen.

RALNA:  They’re ordering us to turn back.

DAYTON:  Shields up, full power.

JORDAN:  Aye sir.

The Enterprise continues to move on course, but then, the Mulgowi vessels start firing on the ship.  Fortunately, the shields are able to withstand the firings.

DAYTON:  Any damage?

HURWITZ:  No sir.  The shields withstood the fire.

JORDAN:  Sir, more Mulgowi vessels are approaching.  I’m not sure if we can get through all this.

DAYTON: (muttering, under his breath) Damn. (out loud) Okay, I’m not going to risk the peace treaty over this.  Mr. Solo, take us back into alliance territory.

SOLO:  Aye sir.

The Enterprise turns around and heads back into alliance space.

The scene is on board the Galatea as they head toward the penal colony.

RILEY:  Commander, I’m getting an incoming message from the Enterprise.

SARAH:  What is it?

RILEY:  They ran into some heavy resistance, and will not be able to rendezvous with us at this point.  They will instead meet us when we get back into alliance territory.

SARAH:  Very well then.

VALERIE:  Commander, we’ve picked up their signals on the surface.

SARAH:  Where?

VALERIE:  From what it appears, they seem to be outside the penal colony.  It looks like they’re trying to make an escape.

SARAH:  Let’s hope that’s what it is.

The scene is now on the surface, in a snow covered field a few miles away from the penal colony.  Rikes, Shu-ol, and the Mataxian are caught in a blizzard.

RIKES: (shouting) How much further?

MATAXIAN:  About two more miles.

Back on the Galatea, the crew is attempting to make out the signal as it is displayed on the main view screen.

SARAH:  Zoom in.

They zoom in, and the image reveals Rikes, Shu-ol, and the Mataxian.

SARAH:  That’s them!  And they appear to be with someone else. (taps comm badge) Transporter Room 3, lock on co ordinance and prepare to beam Captain Rikes and Dr. Shu-ol up when I give you the order.

VOICE: (over comm) Aye, commander.

On the surface, Rikes, Shu-ol, and the Mataxian are almost to the correct point when suddenly, a transport flies overhead and fires at them.

RIKES: (shouting) Take cover!

They start running.

Back on the Galatea, the crew notices this.

ROCKY:  Commander, something’s going on down there!

SARAH:  What is it?

ROCKY:  I don’t know, but it doesn’t look good.  It appears that they’re being chased.

SARAH:  How much further do they have to go before they’re in range?

ROCKY:  Less than a quarter of a mile.

SARAH: (under her breath) Come on, Captain.  Hang in there.

On the surface, Rikes, Shu-ol, and the Mataxian are still running.  Just then, a blast hits the ground that sends Rikes tumbling.  Shu-ol helps him up, but then, the transport lands.  Out steps the prison warden and several guards, all with laser rifles ready and aimed.

WARDEN:  Well, caught you trying to make an escape, Captain Rikes.

MATAXIAN:  They’re all yours, warden.

RIKES: (surprised) What?

MATAXIAN:  They promised me my freedom if I would lure you out into the open.

RIKES:  You bastard! (starts toward her but is held back)

WARDEN:  Get over there, both of you!

Both Rikes and Shu-ol are shoved to the other side of the transport.

WARDEN:  Any last requests before you die?

RIKES:  Yes, why?  Why did you do this to us?

WARDEN:  Oh, let’s not get too excited, Captain.  The Mulgowi have been after your head for so long now.  Now, I’m going to kill you and collect a large bounty.  Laser rifle? (He is handed a laser rifle.) Goodbye, Captain.  It was fun while it lasted.

He starts to aim, but just then, Rikes and Shu-ol are suddenly beamed away.  The warden fires, but it is too late.

On the Galatea, both Rikes and Shu-ol are safely on board.  Rikes confronts the transporter operator.

RIKES:  Couldn’t you have just waited two more seconds?!

Sarah enters.

SARAH:  Captain, Doctor, are you okay?

RIKES:  Yes, we’re okay.  If you had waited any longer, we would’ve been dead.

Mariah, Ng Hu, Con-son, Ji-lin, and Mei-li all come in, and hug Rikes and Shu-ol.

NG HU:  I was so worried I’d never see you again.

SHU-OL:  I had the same thoughts about you.

RIKES:  Sarah, any word from Space Rover command?

SARAH:  Not since your capture.  I do know that the Enterprise is going to assist us in our investigation.

RIKES:  All right.  Inform Captain Dayton on the Enterprise that I’ve safely returned.  Also, let’s avoid any contact with Space Rover command until we find out what really happened here.

SARAH:  Yes sir.

TO BE CONTINUED…

