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Scene:  Galatea in Space Dock above Earth.  The crew is throwing a going-away party for Dayton and Delta Dog, who will be departing the ship to take command of a new Space Rover vessel.

DAYTON:  Delta, there’s one thing I don’t understand.  Why did the captain recommend me for this job?

DELTA DOG:  Don’t worry, darlin’.  I’m sure he had a good reason for it.

DAYTON:  It’s not that.  It’s just that I don’t feel that I’m up to the challenge of being a starship captain.  And another thing, you outranked me, and I got uplifted.  It makes me feel like you were bumped.

DELTA DOG:  Will, don’t worry.  You be the best you can be.  Besides, I’ll be happy just bein’ you first officer.

DAYTON: (smiles) You’re the best, Delta!

Meanwhile, Captain Rikes and Commander Sarah McLoude are also having a conversation.

SARAH:  Are you sure we’re doing the right thing?

RIKES:  Of course.

SARAH:  I mean, just giving Dayton a direct commission to captain seems like we’re taking a big risk.

RIKES:  What do you mean?

SARAH:  Well, he lacks discipline, and he tends to rush into situations without using his head first.

RIKES:  Commander, I recommended him because of his determination, not because of his discipline.  He saved us a few times.  Don’t you remember when our shuttle crash landed on Cudaran?

SARAH:  Well, yes.  He did save our lives, but that was a pretty risky maneuver he took.

RIKES:  Maybe so, Commander, but I’m sticking firm to my decision.  Tomorrow morning, Captain Dayton will take command of the newest ship in the Space Rover fleet, the Enterprise.

The scene is at Space Dock the next morning.  Goodbyes are being shared by the Galatea crew and Dayton and Delta Dog, who are wearing new uniforms, which will be worn by the crew of the Enterprise. (Hint:  Think of the Starfleet uniforms worn in Star Trek movies 2-6.)

RIKES: (shaking hands with Dayton) Goodbye, Mr. Dayton.

DAYTON:  Goodbye, Captain, and good luck to you.

The Galatea crew enters a transport pod and heads for their ship.  Both Dayton and Delta Dog watch from the lounge as the Galatea leaves Space Dock.  Then, a Golden Retriever Space Rover comes to meet them.

SPACE ROVER:  Captain Dayton, Commander Delta Dog, I’m Lieutenant Hurwitz.

DAYTON:  Nice to meet you, Lieutenant.

HURWITZ:  I’ll be serving aboard your ship as science officer.  And if you’ll follow me, I’ll take you to your ship.

They follow Hurwitz to a transport pod.  They enter the pod docked at an air lock corridor.  Hurwitz closes the door behind them, and the pod undocks and flies to their ship.  It flies past several other ships, all of them similar in size and shape, and a wave of activity is occurring throughout.  Just then, a large saucer-like object appears from behind another ship.  As they get closer, the rest of the ship comes into view.  Dayton and Delta Dog are awed at the sight.  The ship is the largest ship there, and they notice it is much larger than the Galatea, and about the size of the Degalo.

HURWITZ:  There she is, the SRS Enterprise.

The pod flies around the Enterprise for a short moment in order for them to take a look at the details.  And when they reach the back of the saucer section, the pod stops, reverses and docks with an air lock door.  Later, the door opens, and they are met by a line of cadets and officers standing at attention.  With them is Lieutenant Commander Drow-Fa, the chief engineer.

DROW-FA:  Captain Dayton, Commander Delta Dog, welcome aboard the Enterprise.

DAYTON:  Thank you, and you are Lieutenant Commander Drow-Fa, right?

DROW-FA:  That’s right.

HURWITZ:  Mr. Drow-Fa previously served aboard the Willian ship Zeles before joining our ship.

DAYTON:  So what made you decide to join our crew? (Drow-Fa prepares to respond but Dayton immediately speaks again.) Did Fydo have anything to do with it?

DROW-FA:  Well, yes.  In a way, sir, he did.  I would rather serve under a captain who isn’t looked upon as a god or something.  I’m not trying to discredit you, Captain, but I just don’t understand the hype that the other Willians make over Fydo.  And another thing, you finished a lot closer to the top of your graduating class.

DAYTON:  Well, it’s nice to know that you were eager to serve aboard this ship.

DROW-FA:  Thank you, Captain.  We begin our space trials tomorrow at 0900 hours.  I’ve seen to it that our crew is ready and capable of handling the task.

DAYTON:  Thank you, Mr. Drow-Fa.

The scene is on board the Galatea.  Captain Rikes’ last log entry plays in the background.

RIKES: (voice-over) Captain’s log, supplemental.  It seems to me that this mission to escort the Mulgowi high chancellor is problematic at best.  Commander McLoude says that this could be an historic occasion, and I’d like to believe her, but how can history get past people like me?

Just then, Ensign Valerie, the new navigator who replaced Dayton, enters.

VALERIE:  Captain?

RIKES: (sternly) Don’t you ever knock?

VALERIE:  I’m sorry, sir, but I thought I’d inform you that we’re approaching the Mulgowi sector.

RIKES:  Very good.

VALERIE:  Permission to speak freely, sir?

RIKES:  Permission granted.

VALERIE:  Captain, I feel that this mission is most problematic.  The Mulgowi are obviously not the friendliest people in the galaxy.  I have strong doubts about what is about to happen here.

RIKES:  Indeed.

VALERIE:  I also wanted to let you know, it is an honor to serve under you.  From hearing about your past experiences, I am replacing someone who was a good crewmember of yours.

RIKES:  Ensign, Will Dayton was not just a good crewmember.  He was one of my best crewmembers, and the only one who had the guts to go above my command just for the good of the rest of our crew.  You have some pretty big shoes to fill.  I suggest you do it well.

VALERIE:  Yes sir.

She walks out.

The scene is aboard the Enterprise at Space Dock.  On the bridge, the new crew is at its assigned stations.  Lieutenant Solo at the helm, Hurwitz at the science station, Lieutenant Ralna at communications, Lieutenant Commander David Callahan, the ship’s counselor, seated to the left of the captain’s chair, and Lieutenant Jordan, the security chief, at the weapons console.  There are other assorted crewmembers there as well, including a junior officer at the navigation, right next to the helm.  Elevator 1 opens and Dayton and Delta Dog enter.

SOLO:  Captain on the bridge!

Everyone stands at attention.  Dayton and Delta Dog are introduced to each of the bridge crew.  They then take their seats, Dayton in the captain’s chair next to Callahan, and Delta Dog on the other side of him.

DAYTON:  We’re ready to move out. (pushes a button on his arm console) Bridge to engineering.

DROW-FA: (over intercom) Drow-Fa here.

DAYTON:  Mr. Drow-Fa, prepare to move out.

DROW-FA:  Aye, captain.

DAYTON:  Okay, let’s see what she’s got.  Mr. Solo, take her to space.

SOLO:  With pleasure, sir.

DAYTON:  Space Dock control, this is Enterprise, we are preparing to depart.

VOICE (over intercom):  Roger, Enterprise.  You may proceed to Space Dock exit.  We are preparing to open the doors.

The Enterprise fires up and starts moving.  In engineering, Drow-Fa and a few cadets look up at the warp engines and smile.  As the Enterprise approaches the Space Dock exit, the doors begin to open.  The ship moves out, and space trials are under way.

The scene is on the bridge of the Galatea.  The bridge crew is at its usual stations.  The ship is now at the border of the Mulgowi sector.

VALERIE:  Captain, a Mulgowi ship approaching, course heading 337.9 mark 8, traveling at Warp 1.

RIKES:  Ensign Rocky, bring us to a stop.

ROCKY:  Aye sir.

RILEY:  We have visual of the Mulgowi ship.

RIKES:  On screen.

The Mulgowi ship is now displayed on the main view screen.

RILEY:  We’re being hailed.

The image of the Mulgowi high chancellor now appears on the screen.

RIKES:  I am Captain Allen Rikes of the Space Rover Ship Galatea.  We’re ready to escort you.

CHANCELLOR:  I am Chancellor Truvelt of the Mulgowi.  We are prepared to have you escort us to the peace conference.

RIKES:  Very well then.

The two ships now head back into alliance space.

The scene is now on the bridge of the Enterprise, now outside of the solar system.

DAYTON:  Mr. Drow-Fa, are we ready to test the warp drive?

DROW-FA: (in engineering) We may begin any time you’re ready, Captain.

DAYTON:  Very well, then.  Prepare for warp speed.  Mr. Solo, set a course heading 000.0 mark 0, to test the warp engines.

SOLO:  Aye sir.  Course locked and ready.

DAYTON:  Engage.

The Enterprise disappears in a warp flash.

SOLO:  Warp one, sir. . . warp two. . . warp three. . . warp four. . . warp five. . . warp six. . . warp seven. . . warp eight.

DAYTON:  Hold, Mr. Solo.

SOLO:  Holding at warp eight point four, sir.

DAYTON:  Mr. Drow-Fa, how does it look down there?

DROW-FA: (in engineering) Looking good, Captain.  I’d like to keep her at this speed for at least ten minutes to see how she handles in the long run.

DAYTON:  Very well then. (turns to Delta Dog) Well, Delta, what do you think?

DELTA DOG:  I think I like it.  This ship is gonna be reckoned with, I’ll say.

Just then, the lights blink twice, and return to normal.

DAYTON:  Mr. Drow-Fa, what happened?

DROW-FA: (in engineering, pushing buttons on a console) We had a minor glitch, Captain, but we’re correcting it as we speak.  Continue to keep us at warp speed.

DAYTON:  Will it harm the ship in any way?

DROW-FA:  No sir.

The scene is on the bridge of the Galatea.  All of the crew are at their usual stations as the ship escorts the Mulgowi ship to the conference.

RIKES:  Estimated time to the conference

ROCKY:  About two point seven hours, sir.

RIKES:  Mr. Riley, any word yet from Space Rover command?

RILEY:  No, sir.

RIKES:  Well, hopefully, we should expect word anytime soon.  In the meantime, continue to keep us on course and…

Just then, a photon torpedo is fired at the Mulgowi ship.  On the view screen, it appears to come from the Galatea.

RIKES: (surprised) What the…?

IELLA:  Captain, the Mulgowi ship has just been hit by a photon torpedo.

RIKES:  Mr. Wolve, any explanation?

WOLVE:  Sir, there is no readings that we have fired anything.  The weapons system is locked.

RIKES:  Well, something must have fired on that ship.

On the Mulgowi ship, chaos has erupted.  Gravity control has been lost.  Just then, two characters, in Space Rover suits, beam over.  They move about the ship, shooting everyone who gets in their way.  Finally, they find the chancellor and mortally wound him.  Both of them then beam out.

RIKES:  What’s going on over there?

RILEY:  I can’t make heads or tails of it, sir.  There seems to be plenty of chaos.

RIKES:  Try to reestablish contact.

Just then, a Mulgowi commander appears on screen.

COMMANDER: (furious) Why have you fired at us?!

RIKES:  We had no intention of firing at you.  We were only…

COMMANDER:  Two of your men were just on our ship.  They shot our chancellor.

Everyone looks around with shock.

RIKES: (calmly, but nervous) Sir, our doctor and I will beam over to your ship.  We will try to assist you in any way possible.

The image of the Mulgowi commander now disappears from the screen.

RIKES:  I want Doctor Shu-ol to meet me in Transporter Room 4 immediately.

SARAH:  Are you sure you want to do this, Captain?

RIKES:  I’m doing what I feel needs to be done.  You’re in command until I return, if I return.

SARAH:  Aye sir.

Unknowing to Rikes or the other crew, Sarah places a tiny homing beacon on the back of Rikes’ uniform as he walks out.

Later, Rikes and Shu-ol beam over to the Mulgowi ship.

RIKES:  Where’s the chancellor?

MULGOWI OFFICER:  He’s in this room.

They follow him in and find the chancellor on the floor critically wounded and breathing heavily.  Shu-ol then goes to work on him.  Just then, the chancellor lets off a loud grunt.  Shu-ol gets more desperate.  But then, the chancellor stops breathing, and dies.

RIKES:  How is he?

SHU-OL: (shaking his head)  He’s dead.

The Mulgowi officer waves at other officers, who come in and start cuffing Rikes and Shu-ol.

RIKES: (surprised) What are you doing?

OFFICER:  We’re placing you under arrest.

RIKES: (surprised) For what?

OFFICER:  For the murder of Chancellor Truvelt.

RIKES: (shocked) You don’t understand!  We didn’t do this!

OFFICER:  You have interfered in our affairs for the last time, Captain Rikes.  Take them away!

Back on board the Galatea, the crew receives the startling news.

RILEY: (shocked) They’ve been arrested!

Everyone looks around with shock.

SARAH: (sighs) There goes the peace conference.

TO BE CONTINUED…

