A BIRTHDAY FOR LINDA

By Jerimy Bass
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The scene is at Collie Squadron Headquarters.  A huge birthday party is being thrown for the Maddog siblings.  Each of the spouses, Otto (Samantha), Convoy (Abby), Illanov (Vicki), and Kyra (Roger) as well as Molly’s boyfriend Shankar are there.  However, Linda’s husband Marauder is not present.  As the spouses give special presents to the siblings, Linda turns her back in sadness.  She cannot share their joy.  Later, she walks out and heads to the submarine port.  As she cries, Ben walks in.

BEN: (concerned) Linda, my daughter, what’s the matter?

LINDA: (crying) How could he?

BEN:  Now, you don’t really think Marauder meant to forget your birthday, do you?

LINDA:  I don’t know.  But this morning, he just left in a hurry, not even acknowledging today was my birthday.  It’s just like he didn’t even realize it.

BEN:  Linda, take it easy…

LINDA: (upset) I can’t believe he just walked out like that!  I could kill him if I didn’t love him so much!

BEN: (calmly) Linda, I’m sure there’s a reason for all this.  You might be jumping to conclusions.

LINDA:  I’m sorry, Dad.  I just don’t understand how this could happen.  When I saw the others getting presents, it just made me upset over all this.  I love him, Dad, but this is just not right for someone like Marauder to do something like this to me.

Just then, Linda is surprised by a voice behind her.

VOICE:  Now, do you really think your husband would forget your birthday?

She turns and standing behind her is Marauder holding a present.

LINDA: (surprised, happy) Marauder!

MARAUDER: (happy) Happy birthday, dear!

She runs up and hugs him.  The others come in.

LINDA:  Wait a minute!  Why did you walk out on me this morning?

MARAUDER:  Well, I wanted to surprise you.

SAMANTHA:  That’s right!  We knew all about the surprise!

MOLLY:  We love you, sis!  You’re the greatest!

BEN:  That goes for all the rest of us!

LINDA: (smiles, wiping her tears) Oh thank you!  Thank you!

Linda hugs Marauder again.

MARAUDER:  My dear, I would never forget your birthday.  I love you more than anything else in the universe.

LINDA: (happy) Oh Marauder, I love you too!

They share a kiss as the others cheer.

THE END

