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(MUSIC:  Earth, Wind & Fire, “September”)

The scene is at the Shirt Tales’ home in Mid City.  Rick is busy packing his suitcase and getting ready for his weekend trip to Oklahoma.  He dances around to the music on the radio as he packs his suitcase.

DISC JOCKEY: (on radio, after song ends) That was Earth, Wind, & Fire with their big hit from 1979, “September,” to start this month off right.  We’ll take a short break and come back with Sportscenter, and then, more great hits in just a moment, right here on Mid City’s Rockin’ Radio, KMRR.

Just then, Tyg walks in.

TYG:  Hey, bud, how ya coming?

RICK:  Well, I’m almost finished packing.  Have you heard anything from Dr. Marauder and the others yet?

TYG:  I did hear they had to go out on a mission today.  So they’ll probably be here very late.

RICK:  Okay.  We’ll wait.

(MUSIC ON RADIO:  ESPN Sportscenter theme)

ANNOUNCER: (on radio) The Oklahoma State Cowboys open their season this Saturday evening, and going in, Coach Les Miles is expecting big things.


LES MILES: (on radio) I think we’ve got a very good chance to contend for the Big 12 title this season.  We’ve got several of our starters returning, which gives us experience on both sides of the ball.  And we should be able to go to a major bowl game.

ANNOUNCER: (on radio) The Cowboys will be playing the Space Rover Academy in their home opener.  This will be the first game in the Academy’s football program, which was just established this year.  But Coach Miles and company are not taking it lightly.

LES MILES: (on radio) We really want to win this game for our war dogs.  They’ve been taking a lot of taunting from the academies because they go to our university.  All that talk, we hope, will result in a moment to remember for our guys.

ANNOUNCER: (on radio) The kickoff time is set for 6 p.m. Central time, in Stillwater.

Rick finishes his packing and closes his suitcase.

Fade.  Late that evening, it is after midnight, and the other Shirt Tales have gone to bed, but Rick and Tyg are still up waiting.  A moment later, a black minivan with Road Rover logos on either side pulls up to Oak Tree Park.  Inside, Samantha, who is driving, honks the horn.  Otto, Marauder, and Linda are in the minivan as well.  All of them are wearing their RR armor suits.

TYG:  Great!  They’re here.

Rick and Tyg grab their suitcases, then lock the door, and go outside to the minivan.  Marauder gets out and helps them with their stuff.

RICK:  Hi, Dr. Marauder!

MARAUDER:  Hey, guys, all set for this weekend?

TYG:  You bet!  I can’t wait until the big football game this weekend!

MARAUDER:  Well, you’re definitely not the only one.  I hope our team beats the snot out of the Space Rover Academy on Saturday.

LINDA: (in van) I know why!

RICK: (curious) Why is that?

LINDA:  Because all the academy graduates tease him about the fact that he went to OSU.  They like to say that he can’t be a real Road Rover because he didn’t go to an academy!

TYG:  That’s not fair!

MARAUDER: (sternly) Indeed.  The academies tried to monopolize the Road Rover and Space Rover training a few years back, and that got us fired up!  So we convinced Hunter to create a new system of Official Road Rover and Space Rover Training Facilities, meaning any place which bore either of those designations could legally train Road Rovers and Space Rovers.

RICK:  Well, that’s great for them.

OTTO: (sternly) It is the logical way.

Marauder loads up Rick’s and Tyg’s suitcases and they all get back in the minivan.  They sit down and fasten their safety belts.

SAMANTHA:  Okay, here we go!

Samantha puts the minivan in gear and drives off.

MARAUDER:  Okay, Sam, get on I-35 south and keep going until you get to Highway 51 in Oklahoma.

SAMANTHA:  Okay, Marauder, sir.

Samantha pulls the minivan onto the interstate and heads south.

MARAUDER:  Okay, guys.  I think we’d better try to get some z’s.  It’s going to be a long trip.

Marauder and Linda put their seats back.  Marauder takes out a large blanket and covers Linda and him with it.  Rick and Tyg lay back and the four of them fall asleep.  Otto remains awake and alert in the passenger seat, and Samantha shows no signs of drowsiness as she continues to drive.

OTTO: (sternly) Samantha Maddog, I think it would be more logical if you let me drive.  I require no sleepmode.

SAMANTHA:  It’s okay, darling.  I feel like driving tonight.  I’ll be fine.

OTTO: (sternly) Affirmative.

She continues driving as the others sleep.

The next day, they arrive in Stillwater, Oklahoma.  They check into their hotel that afternoon, shower, and change clothes before heading out for dinner.

The scene is at El Vaquero Mexican Restaurant, around 6 p.m. that evening.  The four Road Rovers, now wearing orange OSU T-shirts, brown pants, black boots, black belts, and white ballcaps with the phrase “WAR DOGS” on them, all walk in with Tyg and Rick, who are now wearing orange OSU T-shirts and ballcaps.  Waiting for them at a large table set for ten are students Rocky and Wellington, and alumni Mei-Li and Dr. Troy, wearing the same things the other Rovers are. 

MEI-LI: (happy) Dr. Marauder!  It’s good to see you again!

MARAUDER:  Hello, Dr. Mei-Li, Dr. Troy.

DR. TROY: (smiles) Same here. (to Samantha) And you must be Samantha Maddog, the lead singer in Dog Style.

SAMANTHA: (smiles) That’s me!

ROCKY:  We look forward to hearing you tonight at Orange Peel.

WELLINGTON:  Right.  It should be a jolly good show.

RICK:  No kidding.  I’ve got a few of their CDs.

MARAUDER:  Not to mention you got to perform with them once.

RICK: (smiles) Oh, I remember that!

A moment later, they order their food and drinks.  A silver-haired man in a black suit walks up to their table.  Marauder recognizes him when he walks up.

MARAUDER:  Dr. Birdwell, what are you doing here?

DR. BIRDWELL:  Well, I had to come out here and welcome home one of our distinguished alumni.

MARAUDER:  Guys, this is Dr. Harry Birdwell, the director of athletics at OSU.

RICK:  Hello.

TYG:  Hi.

He greets each of them and shakes their hands.

DR. BIRDWELL:  So, are you all coming to the game tomorrow night?

MEI-LI:  You bet!  I can’t wait to see the Pokes kick some Cadet tail!

DR. TROY:  I don’t blame you.  Maybe then, your sister will shut up.

LINDA:  Did you two make a bet or something?

MEI-LI:  Well, yes, but it’s a simple one.  If our team wins, she has to wear orange for one week on the Galatea.  And if her team wins, I have to praise the Space Rover Academy for a week.

DR. TROY:  Then, you’ll turn into your sister.

MEI-LI: (annoyed) Oh, I hope not!

MARAUDER:  Yeah.  Then you’d be the one giving out the headaches.

DR. BIRDWELL:  Well, it’s nice meeting you all.  See you at the game tomorrow night.

MARAUDER:  Okay.  Thanks, Dr. Birdwell!

Dr. Birdwell leaves.  Moments later, the food is brought out and the group starts eating.

RICK: (to Mei-Li) So, I take it your sister went to the Space Rover Academy.

MEI-LI:  Yes.  I went there for a while as well.

RICK: (curious) What made you decide to transfer?

MEI-LI: (sighs) I got tired of being overshadowed by my sister.  I felt like she was always stealing the spotlight from me.  So, one day, I just packed up and left the Academy and came to OSU.

TYG:  Did you like it here?

MEI-LI: (smiles) Oh yes!  The people were very respectful and courteous here at this university.  I started making friends, going out, and having a good time.

MARAUDER:  Just wondering, do you and Willis have a rivalry going between the two of you?

MEI-LI:  Nah.  He really doesn’t care who wins.

LINDA:  Well, it’s nice that you and your boyfriend get along well and not let rivalries like this get in the way.

MEI-LI: (nods) True.

RICK:  So, Rocky, how is your college work going?

ROCKY:  Great.  I finished last spring with a 3.2 GPA.

MARAUDER:  3.2?  That’s great!

ROCKY:  That’s not all.  I’m also being offered an internship at Massachusetts General Hospital.

LINDA:  Well, if you get it, you can come stay with us, if you’d like.

ROCKY:  Thanks, but I don’t want to overburden you.

MARAUDER:  Oh, it’ll be no problem at all.  I like working with students.  It makes me feel good.

ROCKY:  Thank you.

They all continue eating.

Fade.  The scene is at Boone Pickens Stadium (Lewis Field) later that evening.  On the field, a stage and bandstand is set up with instruments and microphones.  Marauder, Linda, Rick, Tyg, Mei-Li, Dr. Troy, Rocky, and Wellington all gather out in the audience to watch.  Otto and Samantha join their band to get ready for the show.  The Orange Peel program starts at around 7:30 that evening.  It gets underway with a few local acts, followed by the President and First Lady of the University arriving and speaking to the crowd, which numbers in the thousands.  Then, a comedian comes out and does a routine.  When that is over, the stage goes dark for a short while.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) Ladies and gentlemen, would you please welcome OSU’s Road Rover, Dr. James Marauder!

Cheers.  Then Marauder walks out with a microphone.

MARAUDER:  Thank you!  Thank you very much. (Quiet.) Man, it is great to be back here in Oklahoma! (Cheers.) Where people talk normal! (Laughter.) You see, being from Boston, we can feel your pain when it comes to the way we talk, because some people think that everyone in Boston says “pahk the cah in Hahvid yahd,” which is not true.  Parking is illegal in Harvard Yard. (Laughter.) And out in L.A., they always make fun of the way we talk in Boston and around these parts.  And I keep telling them, “You’re going to be surprised when you die and get to heaven and Saint Peter says “Y’all get in the truck!  We’re goin’ up to the big house!”” (Laughter and cheers.)

So how many of you are coming to the game tomorrow night? (About everyone cheers.) One thing’s for certain.  Those space cadets are going to think this is about as alien as anything they’ve ever seen in the galaxy! (Laughter.) Because they’re probably not used to seeing a sea of orange whenever they go someplace. (Laughter and cheers.) Well, unless of course, you’re on Graum 7, where everything is orange. (Light laughter and applause.) Just the other day, I heard the Willians’ great hero Captain Fydo say that he looked forward to the Cadets beating up on the Cowboys. (Boos.) And after hearing that, I have no idea what he’s talking about. (Laughter.) You know, people have often noticed something about Fydo.  He’s kind of like Gerald Ford.  You remember when he fell down the stairs, right? (Applause.) It’s kind of like that.  Some people wonder if it’s because Fydo drinks.  Well, I’ll tell you people right now.  He’s a drunk! (Laughter.) He’s an absolute, clueless drunk!  And if we ever have an Olympic drinking team, he’s going to be the coach! (Laughter.) Not too long back, the Willians decided to remodel one of their hotels.  And they decided to name the suites just to kind of glamorize it.  For instance, the Grunt Suite, the Admiral Persia Suite, and the one for Fydo, which he decorated himself.  There’s no furniture, no nothing in there. (Laughter.) You see, the Great Fydo falls in the streets a lot. (Laughter.) Also, whenever you go to Fydo’s palace on Graum 7, he has one rule.  There’s no drinking after dinner.  Of course, you don’t eat until 3:30 a.m. (Laughter.) But there’s no drinking after dinner! (Laughter.) I have to say that Fydo has been stoned more often than the United States Embassies. (Laughter and applause.) I don’t know if you’re applauding for Fydo or if we should stone some more embassies! (Laughter.) I saw one of those Fydo movies.  I’d like to make one comment about it.  There’s a lot I could make, but I’d like to make just one.  The title of the movie was “Yes I Can.”  And after I saw that picture, I sent him an e-mail saying “No, you can’t!” (Laughter.)

Let’s see, where’s Dr. Mei-Li? (Mei-Li raises her hand in the audience.) Oh, there you are.  Dr. Mei-Li is an OSU graduate who currently serves in the Space Rovers. (Applause.) Her sister, Ji-Lin, graduated from the Space Rover Academy, and leaves her in the dust, literally! (Light laughter.) She’s like a blur when she works.  And she talks so much that it gives you a migraine. (Laughter.) I think that should be a punishment for convicted felons. (Laughter.) “This court sentences you to spend one week with Ji-Lin.” “No, your honor, have mercy on me!” (Laughter.) “I’d rather have lethal injection!” (Laughter and cheers.) That goes to show you how annoying one person can be. (Light laughter.) 

But anyway, tonight, I’ve come to talk about our music act, Dog Style. (Cheers.) As you may know, thanks to my marriage to my wife, Linda, I am now officially related to Samantha Maddog. (Cheers.) Nothing special. (Laughter.) Nah, I’m just kidding.  Sam is a good sister-in-law.  And, from what you’ll hear tonight, she’s a pretty good singer as well.  So now, ladies and gentlemen, without further adieu, DOG STYLE!!!

The audience cheers as the Dog Style band erupts in an instrumental version of their theme song.  Then, Otto and Samantha, now wearing black jackets over the clothes they were wearing earlier, come on stage as the band finishes.  Then, they break into their first song.

(MUSIC:  “When Love Comes to Town”)

SAMANTHA: (singing) I was a sailor, I was lost at sea 
I was under the waves 
Before love rescued me 
I was a fighter, I could turn on a thread 
Now I stand accused of the things I've said 

ALL: (singing) Love comes to town I'm gonna jump that train 
When love comes to town I'm gonna catch that flame 
Maybe I was wrong to ever let you down 
But I did what I did before love came to town 

OTTO: (singing) I used to make love under a red sunset 
I was making promises I was soon to forget 
She was pale as the lace of her wedding gown 
But I left her standing before love came to town 

SAMANTHA: (singing) I ran into a juke joint when I heard a guitar scream 
The notes were turning blue, I was dazing in a dream 
As the music played I saw my life turn around 
That was the day before love came to town 

ALL: (singing) When love comes to town I'm gonna jump that train 
When love comes to town I'm gonna catch that flame 
Maybe I was wrong to ever let you down 
But I did what I did before love came to town 

Instrumental break.

ALL: (singing) When love comes to town I'm gonna jump that train 
When love comes to town I'm gonna catch that flame 
Maybe I was wrong to ever let you down 
But I did what I did before love came to town

Instrumental break.  Out in the audience, Rick dances with the others.

OTTO: (singing) I was there when they crucified my Lord 
I held the scabbard when the soldier drew his sword 
I threw the dice when they pierced his side 
But I've seen love conquer the great divide 

ALL: (singing) When love comes to town I'm gonna catch that train 
When love comes to town I'm gonna catch that flame 
Maybe I was wrong to ever let you down 
But I did what I did before love came to town

Instrumental interlude continues for one stanza before the song ends.  Cheers.

Fade.  The scene is at the large exhibit hall in the CITD the next morning.  A crowd of war dogs are gathering, all dressed in orange.  Marauder and Linda, along with Dr. Troy, Mei-Li, Rick, Tyg, Otto, and Samantha, are there to check it out.

LINDA:  So what’s going on here, dear?

MARAUDER:  Well, we’re having a pep rally for the game this evening just for all the war dogs, to get them pumped up.

Orange pom-poms are handed out to the fans in attendance.

MEI-LI:  Looks like all of the war dogs and plenty of student body have showed up.

TYG:  No kidding.  I don’t know if I’ve ever seen so much orange!

Just then, a large door slides up and the OSU Marching Band marches in to the cheers of the crowd.

(MUSIC:  OSU Marching Band, “Ride ‘Em Cowboys and OSU Chant”)

The crowd cheers.

(MUSIC:  OSU Marching Band, “Rock and Roll, Part 2”)

CHANTS: (during the chorus) O!!!…..S!!!…..U!!!…..COWBOYS!!!…WE’RE GONNA BEAT THE HELL OUTTA YOU!!! (repeat at the end chorus)

ANNOUNCER:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to the start of the new football season here at OSU! (Cheers.) And are you ready for a cadet clobbering tonight? (Cheers.) Right now, please welcome the president and CEO of OSU, Dr. David Schmidly.

Cheers as Dr. Schmidly walks up the stage.

DR. SCHMIDLY:  All right.  Where’s our war dogs?  Let’s see our war dogs! (The war dogs in the crowd start cheering and twirling their towels.) Just want to let you know that OSU is proud each of you decided to come to our great university.  You know, for the past few years, those academies have poked fun at us over our Road Rover training.  But let me say one thing.  They can produce Road Rovers and Space Rovers, but OSU produces SMART Road Rovers and SMART Space Rovers! (Cheers.) And tonight, we’re going to show the Space Rover Academy just who rules in the Road Rover and Space Rover department, and that’s OSU! 

Cheers.

Fade.  The scene is on the lawn in front of Edmon Low Library later that afternoon.  A barbeque is being catered to the war dogs for the first home game of the season.  Not too far away, the band gets ready.

(MUSIC:  OSU Marching Band Percussion, “The Series”)

TROY: (taking a bite of his barbeque) Mmm, this is good.

WELLINGTON:  I’ve always wondered.  Do they always eat this stuff in this part of America?

MARAUDER:  Just about all the time.  It’s good stuff. (to Linda) How’s your food?

LINDA:  Perfect, dear!

TYG:  Oh boy, I’m gonna be stuffed tonight!

OTTO: (sternly) Negative.  It is impossible to stuff a living thing.

SAMANTHA:  Dear, that’s not what he means.

ROCKY:  This stuff makes me even happier I came to OSU.  I hear you can’t get this kind of stuff at the academies.

MARAUDER:  That’s the beauty of OSU.  You’re in a true collegiate atmosphere.

MEI-LI:  Indeed.  There are so many differences.  For instance, you’re not limited to one choice in many things.  And there’s a lot more culture here as well.

RICK:  You mean as in things to do?

MEI-LI: (nods) Yes.  You don’t get athletics, concerts, or other things in that category at the academy.  It’s strictly business all the time.

RICK:  I see.

Later, when the barbeque is over, the war dogs gather on Hester Street to march to Boone Pickens Stadium.  Wellington is holding a giant orange flag with the OSU athletic logo on it.  He walks up to the front and begins leading the march.

WAR DOGS: (chanting) LET’S GO COWBOYS! (Clap, clap, clap-clap-clap.) LET’S GO COWBOYS! (Clap, clap, clap-clap-clap.)…..

The OSU Marching Band gets into formation right behind them and begins marching.

A moment later, they arrive at the stadium and enter through the worker entrance on the north side.  They continue chanting as they head through the flocking fans, past the concessions, and up the ramp.  They enter the stadium and head to their reserved section.

Down on the field, both teams are warming up.  The marching band enters through the tunnel on the west side playing “Ride ‘Em Cowboys and OSU Chant.”  The crowd starts to get energized when they enter.  A while later, the two teams get up and start trotting to the locker rooms, to the applause of the fans for each team.

Then, the band starts its pregame show.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) Ladies and gentlemen, under the direction of Dr. Paul Popiel and Wayne Bovenschen, The Spirit of Oklahoma State!  YOUR OSU COWBOOOOOOOOY MARCHING BAND!!!!!

The chants of “GO STATE!” are heard as the band enters and gets into formation.

(MUSIC:  “OSU Pregame” (“How the West Was Won” theme))

The band splits into two lines with a straight path in the middle.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) With the OSU Spirit Rider, HERE COMES BULLET!!!

Cheers as the Spirit Rider rides down the path between the band lines.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) And now, it’s time to get on your feet and make some noise as we all RIDE ‘EM COWBOYS!

(MUSIC:  “Ride ‘Em Cowboys”)

The band marches to the east, then halfway through, they march back west.  And then, they form the word COWBOYS on the field.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) And now, here is our state song, OKLAHOMA!

(MUSIC:  “Oklahoma!”)

The band now forms the outline of the state of Oklahoma.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) And now, let’s all cheer the Cowboys to victory.

(MUSIC:  “OSU Chant”)

The band now forms the O-State logo.

A military color guard marches in front of the band and turns to the south end.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) And now, ladies and gentlemen, please rise as we honor America with the playing of our national anthem, immediately followed by our alma mater.

Everyone stands up and removes their hats and caps as the band plays the “Star Spangled Banner.”  Then, everyone joins arms as the “Alma Mater Hymn” is played.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) AND NOW, IT’S TIME TO GET LEWIS FIELD ROCKIN!  HERE ARE THE FIGHT SONGS OF OKLAHOMA STATE!!!

(MUSIC:  “Waving Song,” “Ride ‘Em Cowboys,” and “OSU Chant”)

The band marches off the field.

TYG:  Oh boy.  I hope this game is a good one.

MARAUDER:  Me too.  There should be no stopping until the last one’s finished!

LINDA:  Now Marauder, they’re on our side, too, you know.

MARAUDER:  I know, but someone needs to beat some sense into them!

(MUSIC:  2 Unlimited, “Get Ready 4 This”)

A film aimed at the war dogs is shown on the Jumbotron with scenes from all kinds of athletic events.  At the end is a message which reads “IT’S GAME TIME.”

A moment later, the two teams emerge from their respective locker rooms.  By now, the crowd is energized and ready for game time.  The Space Rover Academy team takes the field first to the boos of the crowd.  Then, they are interrupted as enthusiastic music plays over the PA and scenes of Cowboy football on the Jumbotron.  The crowd starts cheering as the OSU team emerges from the tunnel.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) AND NOW, TAKING THE FIELD, YOUR OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY COWBOYS!!!!!

The crowd cheers so loud that the band can barely be heard playing the fight songs.

ROCKY: (shouting) LET’S GO, COWBOYS!!!

MEI-LI: (shouting) DO IT TO THEM!!!

The captains from both teams gather at the center of the field with the officials for the coin toss.  The Academy wins the toss and elects to receive.  Oklahoma State elects to defend the west end zone.

The fans take out their keys and start shaking them, and the war dogs wave their towels as the teams take the field for the kickoff.

CROWD: (shouting) GOOOOOOOOOOOOO…..

The OSU kicker kicks off the ball and a cannon is fired at that instant as well.

CROWD: (shouting) STATE!!!

The ball sails out of the back of the east end zone for a touchback.  The Academy starts at its own 20 yard line.  The defense takes the field and they and the war dogs encourage the crowd to make noise.

On the first play, the Academy quarterback hands off to the tailback, but he is stopped behind the line of scrimmage for a 2 yard loss.  The crowd cheers.

On the second play, the Academy quarterback attempts a pass, but it is batted away by a defender.

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) THIRD DOWN UPCOMING FOR THE VISITORS!

The crowd gets very loud.  Then, the quarterback drops back to pass, and several Cowboy defenders come after him and he has to throw it away.

MARAUDER: (clapping) That a boy, guys!

The Academy punts it away, and it is taken by a Cowboy receiver at the OSU 41, who runs it back to near midfield.

TROY:  Okay, let’s go guys.  Let’s get something going.

On the first play, the OSU quarterback throws a short pass to the tailback who dodges defenders and takes it all the way to the endzone for the touchdown.  The crowd cheers wildly, especially the war dogs.  Marauder high-fives the other guys with him.

(MUSIC:  OSU Marching Band, “Waving Song”)

The fans wave their arms to the beat of the song.

A moment later, the kicker adds the extra point.

(MUSIC:  OSU Marching Band, “Ride ‘Em Cowboys and OSU Chant”)

ANNOUNCER: (over PA) The extra point is good.  11:42 to play in the first quarter, Cowboys 7, Cadets 0.  AND HERE COMES BULLET!!!

The crowd cheers as the Spirit Rider rides onto the field, followed by three male cheerleaders bearing flags with the letters OSU on each of them.

CROWD: (chanting) OSU!  OSU!  OSU!  Etc.

The cheerleaders turn and go the other way.

CROWD: (chanting) USO!  USO!  USO!  Etc.

Fade.  The Academy is back on offense.  The quarterback fades back to pass, throws, but an OSU defender leaps up and intercepts the pass.  He takes it all the way back to the endzone for the touchdown.

MARAUDER: (excited) YES!  NOW THAT’S WHAT I’M TALKIN’ ABOUT!

After the kickoff, OSU sends in a German Shepherd cano-sapien player to play defensive back.  The war dogs get excited when he takes the field.

RICK: (curious) Say, who’s that?

MARAUDER:  That’s James Richmond, a redshirt freshman.  He’s another one of our war dogs here.

TYG:  I hope he plays good football.

MARAUDER:  I understand he plays well on the field and in the classroom.

Also on the OSU sideline is Thomas, a black Labrador Retriever, who is a student assistant for the football team.

THOMAS: (shouting) Come on, baby!  You can do it!

On the first play from scrimmage, the Academy quarterback hands the ball off and heads to the right side, but James comes through and tackles him short of the line of scrimmage.

THOMAS: (happy) YES!

Fade.  At halftime, the Cowboys lead, 28-0.  Then, the concourse is flooded with people going to the concession stands, hitting the restrooms, talking on cell phones, or just walking around.  On the field, the marching band begins its halftime show.

MEI-LI: (drinking a soda) This game has been pretty good.

TROY: (giggles) Yep.  They’re laying it on them.

TYG: (eating a hot dog) So, is it always like this on game days?

MARAUDER:  Pretty much.  There is orange everywhere you go in this town on game days.

ROCKY:  I hope they hang on and win this game, because if they do, we can get some new T-shirts!

RICK:  What do you mean?

MARAUDER:  Well, there’s a T-shirt place here in town that prints up T-shirts whenever we win a big game, especially Bedlam.  And so they’ve offered to print up T-shirts for us if our team wins tonight.  And they’ll go on sale about midnight, if they do.

RICK: (excited) Wow!

MEI-LI:  And I plan to be the first one in line if they do!

Fade.

(MUSIC:  Village People, “Y.M.C.A.”)

Rick, Tyg, and the war dogs are up dancing to the music as it’s played.

A moment later, the teams retake the field for the start of the second half.  The Cadets kick it off.  On their ensuing drive, the Cowboys take it to the Cadet 48 before punting it away.  Then, the Cadets get a drive going up to the Cowboy 2 yard line.  The quarterback hands off to the tailback who is hit hard and fumbles the ball.  James picks it up and runs it all the way back to the opposite end zone for the touchdown.  The war dogs go nuts.

MARAUDER, ROCKY, AND TROY: (excited, chanting) HE COULD-GO-ALL-THE-WAY!!!!!!

MEI-LI: (laughing) I wonder what they must be thinking on the Galatea right now!

Near the end of the third quarter, Wellington and the rest of the flag crew carry the giant flag to the east part of the main concourse, just above the team tunnels and near the ROTC cannon crew.  When the quarter ends, they begin the spirit run.

(MUSIC:  Bachman Turner Overdrive, “Takin’ Care of Business”)

Wellington begins running around the main concourse carrying the flag with the others following him waving their towels.  The fans get energized as they pass by.  Then, they make a complete lap around the main concourse, high-five the cannon crew, then Wellington takes the flag down the ramp into one of the team tunnels.  Then, he runs out and across the field still waving the flag as the crowd cheers.  He and the rest of the flag crew head toward the west end zone, then Wellington stops, waves the flag around, and the others begin jumping and getting cheering from the crowd.  When they are through, they take the flag up the stairs to back behind the north stands.

In the fourth quarter, the Cowboys score another touchdown, putting them up, 42-0.  Coach Miles decides to take his starters out of the game at this point.  They get a round of applause as they come out.

TYG:  Those guys have played a great game.

RICK: (nods) Yep.  I hope they continue to have a great season.

MEI-LI:  Do you think I should call my sister now or wait until after the game is over?

MARAUDER:  Better wait until after the game.  We don’t want to sound overconfident.

And when the clock starts to run down, the war dogs begin to count down the final seconds.

WAR DOGS: (shouting) 5…4…3…2…1…YAAAAAAAAAAAAAY!!!!!!

Wellington and the flag crew bring in the giant flag and lead the war dogs in a march down to the field as the band begins playing the waving song, Ride ‘Em Cowboys, and OSU Chant.  The two coaches shake hands and the Cadets leave the field.  The Cowboys gather together in front of the student section.  The war dogs also gather together, and they all begin to sing the alma mater hymn accompanied by the band.

After the cheering is done, Mei-Li takes out her cell phone and begins calling Ji-Lin.

MEI-LI: (over phone) Hello, could you connect me to the SRS Galatea?  I wish to speak to my sister, Ji-Lin…..Ji-Lin?…..Did you see the game?…..(laughs) Well, you knew OSU was going to win!…..You knew they were going to win…...I tried to warn you and the Academy not to mess with the Cowboys, but you wouldn’t listen!…..So, who rules when it comes to Space Rover training now?  Hmm?…..Well, you be sure to wear orange when I come and see you on Monday…..(smiles) You should’ve been a cowboy, sis.  You should’ve been a cowboy.

(MUSIC:  Toby Keith, “Should’ve Been a Cowboy”)

I bet you've never heard ole Marshall Dillon say 
Miss Kitty have you ever thought of running away 
Settling down will you marry me 
If I asked you twice and begged you pretty please 
She'd of said Yes in a New York minute 
They never tied the knot 
His heart wasn't in it 
Stole a kiss as he road away 
He never hung his hat up at Kitty's place 

I should've been a Cowboy 
I should've learned to rope and ride 
Wearing my six-shooter riding by pony on a cattle drive 
Stealing the young girl's hearts 
Just like Gene and Roy 
Singing those campfire songs 
I should've been a cowboy 

I might of had a side kick with a funny name 
Running wild through the hills chasing Jesse James 
Ending up on the brink of danger 
Riding shotgun for the Texas Rangers 
Go west young man, haven't you been told 
California's full of whisky, women and gold 
Sleeping out all night beneath the Texas stars 
Dream in my eye and a prayer in my heart 

I should've been a Cowboy 
I should've learned to rope and ride 
Wearing my six-shooter riding by pony on a cattle drive 
Stealing the young girl's hearts 
Just like Gene and Roy 
Singing those campfire songs 
I should've been a cowboy

I should've been a Cowboy 
I should've learned to rope and ride 
Wearing my six-shooter riding by pony on a cattle drive 
Stealing the young girl's hearts 
Just like Gene and Roy 
Singing those campfire songs 
I should've been a cowboy

I should've been a cowboy
I should've been a cowboy

THE END
